
 

  

 
 
                           

 
                                                                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
 

April 2021 
NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I am so pleased to have school up and running and our classrooms full of children since the full opening of 
schools back in March.  Attendance has been very good and the children are keen to learn and are showing 
interest in lessons.  As ever, we have been a busy school with lots of enhancement activities to make learning 
fun and accessible.  All children have been engaged and enthused, by the Jump Rope sessions they had last 
week.  We purchased ropes and the playgrounds are full of children skipping and building up their physical fitness 
during break times.  Our push for fitness continues with the five-day walking challenge.  This is an annual 
celebration of the walk to school and takes place on the week commencing 17th May.  I would encourage 
everyone to try to walk to school at least one day of the week.  For those of you who have to travel in, it may 
mean parking your car a little distance away from the school, in order to participate.  
 
Year 6 children have had their rugby lessons supported by an external rugby coach.  Years 3 and 4 have had a 
tennis coach and in EYFS and Year 1, the children are accessing dance with our dance coach, Sarah, from 
Flex’d.  In Year 4, Mrs Hillier’s class are learning to play the clarinet with the team from the music service.  From 
the experiences we are offering, we hope this inspires some of our children to take up these activities as hobbies 
outside school.  
 
WORLD BOOK DAY 
This event was different from our usual day.  Some children chose to dress up which was lovely to see.  The day 
was composed of reading themed events, such as creating potato characters, book ‘dens’, and book reviews, 
alongside more opportunities to read throughout the day.  Next year we will ensure that World Book Day is 
celebrated fully.  
 
Mrs Frodsham has set a book review competition – which closes on Friday 7th May.  The winner will be invited 
to select a new book from the Scholastic catalogue. Reviews can be sent through the library system Libresoft or 
on paper.  
 
FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING 
During lockdown, three of our children fundraised amazing amounts of money for causes close to their hearts.  
Molly B, has created bracelets and baked dog biscuits to sell to fundraise for the charities cited below.  So far, 
she has raised: 
 
£125 for Animals in Need, £165 for Ataxia Charity, £169 for Breast Friends Northampton, £125 for Cynthia 
Spencer.  Molly is now fundraising for a cancer charity. 
 
Molly has been recognised with a Community Award for her outstanding contributions to charities.  
 
Darcy and Molly C have completed a walking challenge over a month and they have raised over £6000 for the 
Ataxia charity.  
 
The children have been acknowledged in our Worker of the Week assemblies, but I would like to make the 
celebration of their success more widespread.  It is wonderful to hear that our children from Whitehills and their 
families are so passionate about the charities they support.  What amazing role models they are at such a young 
age. 
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We really are immensely proud of all the children.  If your child has fundraised, I would love to hear from you.   
 
We will be having a mufti day for the Ataxia charity on Friday 25th June and it will be a super-hero themed day.  
A Parentmail will be sent at a later date, outlining all of the mufti days and how to pay online.  
 
COVID-19 
We have been very fortunate in the fact we have not had to close any school bubbles.  This is not down to pure 
luck but the conscious effort everyone has made in our community.  As the lockdown continues to lift, please 
continue to adhere to the rules.  We are still following strict procedures in school to keep us all safe from infection.  
We are hoping that restrictions will be lifted in June and we will, therefore, reflect this in school. I will keep you 
updated about this as time goes on.  In the meantime, please wear face coverings for drop off and collections; 
use the one-way system on Link Road gates - the bottom gate for entry and the top gate to exit.  
 
TERMLY LEARNING CONFERENCES 
We will not be holding TLCs this term.  Our school reports will be sent out to you on the 9th July.  Teachers will 
be available via telephone to discuss any concerns with you.  However, should you have any concerns prior to 
this about your child’s learning, progress or wellbeing, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via 
email or telephone.  We did not want to formally assess the children on their return to school.  For us, it was more 
important to ensure the children were settled in school after such a long time being away.  On their return, we 
completed surveys with all our children to ensure we were aware of any concerns they had.  For some children, 
we have addressed their worries with support from Mrs Currell.  We will be completing ‘formal’ assessments in 
June. The majority of our children have settled exceptionally well into school.  Should you have any concerns, 
please inform us via email.  I know it is challenging without the face-to-face contact with the class teachers, but 
we are hoping to resume the usual ‘meet and greet’ service as soon as we can. 
 
PARKING 
This has improved, somewhat, while there is a school presence out in the morning.  However, there are still cars 
regularly parked on the zig-zag lines outside the school gate when dropping off children.  The lines are there to 
ensure the safety of the children and community and it is breaking the Highway Code by parking on them, even 
for a short time.  You risk a fine and penalty points by parking on yellow or white zig-zag lines. 
 
FOWS  
Once again, thank you to our small but growing team of parent helpers and staff.  The team has already launched 
some of their ideas to support the school’s funds.  We will be holding a virtual balloon race towards the end of 
this term.  I will give you more details about how to take part in this nearer the time.  
  
This term and next, we will have a ‘break the rules mufti’ on the 28th May and ‘sporting mufti’ on the last day of 
term, Friday 16th July.  This will be fundraising for school.  
 
We do hope that we can resume some of our usual activities as soon as it is possible.  
 
LOCAL AUTHORITY VISIT 
As part of our drive for improvement, the local authority visit the school to ascertain our strengths and areas to 
develop.  We are currently looking at developing our curriculum.  We believe that to make our curriculum the best 
it can be for every child in Whitehills, we need to consider more opportunities to develop children’s vocabulary.  
This will allow them to be more articulate and able to use subject specific vocabulary, and be confident 
communicators when they leave us in Year 6.  We also want to ensure there is more diversity within our 
curriculum to reflect our wider community and we want children to be immersed and engaged in their learning.  
Above all, we want our children to leave us as confident individuals that have a love of learning, enabling them 
to be successful in later life.  Our whole staff are working on this project and are thinking how we can use our 
local area and community to improve what we offer to our children.  If you have any ideas, please send them my 
way, as your input is always valued.  
 
HOMEWORK 
As a school, we a reviewing many of our policies and I would like your input with our homework policy. I will be 
sending out a survey before we break up to get your views on homework; what works well, what doesn’t and how 
we can improve further the link between school and home.  
 

 



 

  

SPORTS’ DAYS  
We are planning to have our annual Sports’ Days and have set a date for these on Wednesday 7th July for KS1 
and KS2.  EYFS will have a separate session for this and I will inform you of this date very soon.  
What Sports’ Day may look like will depend, of course, on the government’s advice.  When I have a clearer 
picture, I will share this information with you.  
 
We are slowly resuming after school clubs with rugby and football clubs now running after school.  I am hoping 
as the weather improves we can offer more clubs.  Currently, as the Breakfast and After School Club use our 
hall, we have limited capacity in terms of space, but again, as restrictions lift for us, we will be able to utilise our 
spaces differently.  
 
OUTSIDE AREAS 
Over Easter, a group of keen staff set to work on revamping our pond and our outside ‘allotment’ area.  The area 
has really undergone a transformation.  This is a direct result of funding we were awarded during lockdown.  We 
are going to use the outdoor areas more to enhance our curriculum.  Some of our Year 6 children will be helping 
to maintain these this term with Mrs Frodsham.  However, we would like to involve as many children as possible 
to get this area looking as good as it can be.  We are running a half term competition for our children to plan and 
create a bug hotel or bird feeder.  Any entries need to be in on the first week after the half term break in June.  
 
We have repaired our large swing bay and the children are enjoying using this in their breaks.  Please could I 
request that before and after school, children do not play on the equipment. 
 
DEPUTY HEAD TEACHER 
I am pleased to announce that we have secured a Deputy Headteacher for September to replace Mrs Gillespie.  
Mrs Gillespie will be taking on her first headship in September at Lyncrest Primary.  Mrs Liz Able will be our new 
Deputy Head.  She has a wealth of experience to bring to Whitehills and is very excited at being part of our team. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
Natalie James 
Headteacher 
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
 

MAY   

Friday 7th  Book review competition closes 

Monday 17th  Walk to school week  

Monday 24th  Virtual Balloon Race starts  

Friday 28th  Mufti theme ‘break the rules’  

Friday 28th  School closes for half term break 

JUNE  

Monday 7th  School reopens 

Friday 11th  Pond competition closes 

Friday 25th  Mufti super-hero theme  

JULY  

Monday 5th  Transfer day 

Wednesday 7th  Sports’ day KS1 & KS2 (EYFS to be confirmed) 

Friday 9th  Annual reports to parents 

Friday 16th  Mufti sport themed  

Friday 16th  School closes for the summer break 

SEPTEMBER  

Monday 6th  School reopens to pupils in Years 1 - 6 

 

 
 


