
  

 
 

                           

 
                                                                                                                    

 
 

 
 
 
 

April 2022 
NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
As ever, we have been a busy school with lots of enhancement activities to make learning fun and 
accessible.  Children have been engaged by the Jump Rope and Scootability sessions.  We are always 
striving to find different sporting activities to get our children enthused and to participate in physical 
activities.  We have invested in more ropes and now the playgrounds are full of children skipping and 
building up their physical fitness during break times.  Our push for fitness continues with ‘Walk to School’ 
in May.  This is an annual event and takes place on the week commencing 16th May.  I would encourage 
everyone to try to walk to school at least one day of the week.  For those of you who have to travel in, 
you may want to park your car a little distance away from the school in order to participate.  We will be 
having a competition to see which class walk the most.  Mrs Safdar’s class were excellent at this when 
we had the Beat the Streets challenge earlier this academic year. 
 
TERMLY LEARNING CONFERENCES 
These were held this week and the majority of parents attended appointments.  However, if you were 
unable to attend, please contact your child’s teacher and they will endeavour to make an appointment 
with you after Easter.  
 
PARKING 
This has improved while there is a school presence out in the morning.  However, there are still cars 
parked on the zig-zag lines outside the school gate when dropping off children.  The lines are there to 
ensure the safety of the children and community and it is breaking the Highway Code by parking on them, 
even for a short time.  You risk a fine and penalty points by parking on yellow or white zig-zag lines.  
 
Parents entering the car park will be approached by school staff to determine the reason for using the car 
park.  Please do not use the car park unless you are a member of staff or a blue badge holder.  
 
FOWS  
Once again, thank you to our small but growing team of parent helpers and staff.  The team are very busy 
compiling events for our Jubilee afternoon on the last day of the term, 27th May.  On this day, we would 
like the children to come dressed as a ‘decade’ to represent the years from the 1950s to the present day.  
This could be a music legend, the fashion of the decade or a famous person. I know we will see some 
very creative designs.  As part of our Design and Technology curriculum, each class will create a 
scarecrow based on a decade of the Queen’s reign and these will be displayed around the school 
grounds.  
 
On 27th May, the children will have a picnic with their year groups and then will be able to have a fun 
afternoon with their classmates.  We would like to also invite you to this afternoon from 3.15pm – 4.15pm 
should you wish to take part in the celebrations and further details will be shared with you nearer the time.  
We have purchased a commemorative keepsake for all of our children which they will receive on the day.  
We will have an extra day off school to celebrate this special weekend and this will be on Monday 6th 
June.  
 
Events happening in London can be found below on the link: 
https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend  
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LOCAL AUTHORITY VISIT 
As part of our drive for improvement, the local authority visited the school to ascertain our strengths and 
areas to develop. We are currently looking at developing our curriculum and our focus was on maths.  
This was a successful day with our maths lead teachers visiting classrooms and speaking to the children 
about their learning.  Our children were passionate about maths and enjoyed the lessons.  We still need 
to ensure that our children’s understanding of number is firmly embedded and the children have a secure 
understanding of maths-related vocabulary.  We also invited a current lead OFSTED inspector into school 
this term to review our provision of phonics, reading and geography.  Our phonics lead, Mrs Amos, spent 
the morning with the inspector visiting lessons and listening to children read.  Miss Smith also played a 
role sharing our provision for reading.  We were very pleased with the outcomes and were given much 
positive feedback.  
 
We will be introducing a new validated phonics scheme into EYFS after Easter, which we had sourced 
after some considerable research.  This was prior to the visit.  The scheme is Essential Letters and 
Sounds, which is very similar to our current unvalidated scheme.  We will enable all staff in our school 
have phonics training to ensure consistency and fidelity to the new scheme. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
On Monday 25th April, YEP photographers will be in school to take your child’s photograph.  Please 
ensure they come in school uniform that day and bring in their PE kit if it is their PE day.  There will be 
an opportunity for sibling photographs to be taken together and you will have received a Parentmail 
detailing the timings for these.  
 
COMIC RELIEF FUNDRAISING 
Thank you for all your fantastic contributions.  We raised £372.  Your generosity during these challenging 
times is very much appreciated.  
 
SUPPORT 
We always want to support our families at Whitehills.  As we are faced with higher cost of living and 
inflation, I am aware that some families may be struggling financially.  Below are some links that may 
help.  
 

• Food bank details: https://www.kingsthorpechurches.co.uk/churches/our-nominated-charity/ 

• General support, including affordable haircuts https://mccarthydixon.org.uk/  

• General support: https://www.restorenorthampton.org.uk/     

• Free school meals application https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-
school-meals-and-pupil-premium 

 
Next term, our School Council are going to launch, ‘recycle and reuse’.  For this project, we are asking 
for donations of good quality school uniform and shoes to be sent into school, which we will keep centrally.  
These will be available to parents who may need uniform for their child.  Further details on the scheme 
will be sent after Easter via Parentmail. 
 
MULTIPLICATION CHECK YEAR 4 
Year 4 will be taking the statutory national Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) tests at the start of June.  
Please encourage your children to practice their times tables regularly using TT Rockstars as we want 
our children to achieve the best outcomes they can and be able to recall timetables quickly.  The 
Standards Testing Agency has produced an explanatory leaflet for parent, which is attached. 
 
White Rose maths have a free APP which encourages children to use the four operations for 
calculation.  The link will direct you to more information https://whiterosemaths.com/1-minute-maths 
 
YEAR 6 SATS 
On 9th May our Year 6 children have their SATs assessments.  We will be having a breakfast club for the 
children to attend on Monday – Thursday.  Children can arrive from 8.20am and meet up with their friends 
and teaching staff to calm any nerves.  We will offer a drink and some toast and ensure that the children 
have a positive start to the day.  
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STAFF VACANCY 
We are looking for a caring, enthusiastic person who has a good sense of humour, to work as a Lunchtime 
Supervisor. The role is to cover the hour-long lunchtime period, Monday to Friday, supervising children 
whist they eat and to organise games and activities.  Further details and an application pack can be 
obtained from the school office or by visiting our website.  
 
COVID  
Currently we have no guidance from the government regarding Covid changes which may come into 
effect from the 1st April.  The current guidance expires on the 31st March.  Once I have more clarity, I will 
be informing you via Parentmail. 
 
WELLBEING 
As part of our drive to support our children’s wellbeing, I am excited to announce that we are getting a 
therapy rabbit for the school.  Currently, our rabbit it in ‘training’ at Home Farm and should be ready for 
us to collect after Easter.  Each class will have an opportunity to care for the rabbit.  If your child does 
have an allergy to rabbits’ fur, please let us know.  
 
SPORTS’ DAYS  
We are planning to have our annual Sports’ Days and have set a date for these on Wednesday 23rd 
June for KS1 and KS2. EYFS will have a separate session for this and I will inform you of this date very 
soon.  
After two years, I am pleased to invite all parents to attend and I will be writing to you with timings of the 
day in the near future.  
 
NEXT TERM TOPIC OVERVIEW 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4  YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Comparing 
Northampton 
to Africa  
 

Local area 
and map 
skills 

Comparing 
and 
contrasting 
two 
localities 

Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes 
and 
Tsunamis  
 

Geographical 
skills and 
field work 

Exploration of world map 
longitude/latitude/Northern 
and Southern hemisphere 
 

Tourism 
Coastal 
features 
Rivers 

Exploring 
materials – 
what 
materials 
make for the 
best house? 
 

Plants  Plants Light Changing 
state 

Animals Including 
Humans (Relationships 
and Sex Education) - 
changes as humans 
develop 

Evolution 
Study of 
Darwin 
 

Comparing 
different 
figures from 
the past 
 

The lives of 
significant 
individuals. 
 
Mary 
Anning 
 

 The lives of 
significant 
individuals. 
Thomas 
Edison 

Local history - 
shoes 

 Ancient 
Greece 

 
MR EBSWORTH 
It is with great sadness that this is the last week Mr Ebsworth will be teaching at Whitehills.  He has been 
a real asset to the school and I am sure children and parents will agree the excellent rapport he 
established with his class.  We certainly will miss Mr Ebsworth and wish him every success in his new 
school.  Mrs Sherlock will be replacing Mr Ebsworth for the summer terms.  She has met the children and 
was a valued member of the Whitehills’ team for many years, so she knows our school very well. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Natalie James 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 



  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES  
 

APRIL   

Tuesday 19th  Teacher training day 

Wednesday 20th  School open  

Friday 22nd  Years 3,4, and 5 Get Active Festival 

MAY  

Wednesday 4th  Year 5 & 6 netball competition 

Friday 6th   Year 4 multisports 

Monday 9th – 12th  Year 6 SATs 

Tuesday 10th  Year 4 & 5 Orienteering 

Thursday 19th   Health care screening for EYFS and Year 6 

Friday 20th   Year 3 multisports 

Friday 27th  Jubilee celebrations  

JUNE  

Monday 6th  School closed  

Tuesday 7th  School reopens 

Wednesday 8th  Year 5 visit mosque 

Wednesday 8th  Year 3 & 4 Quadkids Athletics 

Monday13th – 17th Year 6 Bikeability 

Wednesday 15th  EYFS & Year 1 visit St Marks Church 

Wednesday 15th  Year 5 & 6 Quadkids Athletics 

Tuesday 21st  Year 6 STEM day at Northampton University 

Friday 24th  Year 6 Commonwealth Games Legacy Festival – Abington Park 

JULY  

Sunday 10th  Osmington Bay residential Year 6 

Wednesday 13th  Kingswood residential Year 4 

Thursday 14th  Year 3 Outdoor Adventure Day 

Friday 15th  Reports to parents 

Friday 22nd  End of term 

 
 


