
  

 
 
                           

 
                                                                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
             
 

FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Although February is a shorter month, we have been busy at school with lots of events to supplement our 
children’s curriculum.  On Friday 4th February, the children came to school ready for NSPCC number day. 
The children had a great time exploring maths throughout the day. Children learnt about famous 
mathematicians and statisticians and how maths is so important for everyday life.  The children discussed 
how maths is used in almost all jobs and the children could see the value of learning about maths.  It was a 
great day.  Part of the day was, of course, to raise awareness of the NSPCC and the children learnt about 
the NSPCC and how it supports children and safeguards them.  Through your generous donations, we 
raised over £600 which will go directly to this worthy cause.  
 
On the last day of term, Year 1 celebrated Chinese New Year and looked amazing in their outfits.  I was 
particularly impressed with Miss Mitchell and Mr Ebsworth’s efforts!  Miss Mitchell has shared a video of the 
children with the Year 1 parents where they were embracing some Chinese dancing.  
 
Year 3 had a food tasting session linked to their RE unit Judaism.  They had kosher food to sample which 
many of the children enjoyed. 
 
Since returning to school this week, Year 5 have had the opportunity to be ‘road safe’ on their bikes through 
a four session Bikeability course.  This course should ensure our children have a greater awareness of road 
safety and they have had an opportunity to develop their skills to be able to ride safely on our roads.  They 
also learnt about some road signs and who has priority on the roads.  Despite a windy start on the school 
grounds on Monday, the children have had an opportunity to cycle on the roads around our local area and 
develop greater confidence when cycling.  Year 6 will have this opportunity later in the summer term.  
 
This week Year 5 and Year 2 visited St Mark’s Church and learnt about the Easter story.  The children 
created Easter advent calendars, engaged in some role play and discussions and learnt a new song. The 
children enjoyed the experience and we hope to have more opportunities to work with St Marks and 
Reverend Denise.  
 
Some of our Year 6 children had an opportunity to attend a climbing session through a SAS programme to 
build self-esteem and resilience.  They had a great time at the Pinnacle Centre boosting their self-esteem 
and building on their resilience. 
 
We now have more extra-curricular clubs running, with hockey, tennis, rugby, dance, gymnastics, football 
and forest school clubs running after school.  Mrs Jackson, our Doodle Guru, is also running lunchtime clubs 
for Doodling and Year 6 are still enjoying their gardening club.  Our great team of staff want to support the 
children develop new skills and experiences.  We know the children enjoy the clubs and we hope to have 
more clubs available, about which we will inform you.  
 
We had an eventful start to the term on Monday morning, with one of our large trees uprooting in the storm 
and falling on the neighbouring nursery roof.  Fortunately, the damage was limited and there was no risk to 
the children and staff.  
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WEBSITE 
On Wednesday 2nd February, we had a professional photographer in school to take some photographs of 
our children and the school to use on our new website.  The photos only represented one day at Whitehills, 
but captured the many opportunities that we offer our children.  EYFS always demonstrate their excitement 
and enthusiasm when playing on the adventure trail; they were fascinated by the photographer and even 
snapped some photographs of their peers.  Year 4 were creating music in their whole class clarinet lessons, 
whilst Year 3 were painting their mini beast models that they created.  I will be using some of the photographs 
for the website and for display boards around the school, both internally and externally, and hope to have 
these up by next term. 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY REMINDER 
On Thursday 3rd March, Whitehills will be celebrating World Book Day.  Children can come in their pyjamas 
and enjoy lots of activities linked to reading.  Miss Smith sent a Parentmail out earlier this week with all the 
details.  
 

COVID 
From Thursday 24th February, self-isolation after a positive Covid test will not be legally required.  Under 
new guidance, self-isolation for five days is being advised for those who test positive for Covid from this 
date.  If your child tests positive for Covid, we will request they still self-isolate for a minimum of 5 days. 
Contacts are no longer required to self-isolate or advised to take daily tests, and contact tracing has ended. 
No additional measures have been advised for schools, however, if there is further guidance I will keep you 
informed.  I will continue to inform you of positive cases in your child’s year group for this term. 
 

We will make some operational changes in line with the government’s announcements.  We will have 
assemblies in the hall rather than via Zoom from next week, which we are looking forward to.  We will 
gradually introduce our younger children into whole school assemblies as they will have not experienced a 
face to face assembly.  Staff will no longer have to wear masks in communal areas or in the school building 
and this will be the same for visitors to the school.  
 

The staggered start and end time for Year 6 will still be in place.  We have found having the two year groups 
access to school much easier with one year group at a time.  With safeguarding always in mind, it is easier 
for our children to find their adults at collection times and it makes it a calmer start and end to the day as 
we are not having 120 children all trying to access the school via the one entrance.  Therefore, Year 6 will 
continue to arrive from 8:40-8:50 and leave at 3:10.  
 

At Whitehills, we will continue to ensure good hygiene for everyone, maintain our cleaning regimes, keep 
occupied spaces well ventilated and follow PHE on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases. 
 

We do intend to open up the school to parents and visitors in line with the government’s announcements. 
We also hope that we will now be able to have more events such as discos for the children which the FOWs 
are keen to get up and running.  If you are a budding DJ, or know of someone who may be able to offer 
their services, please could the details be emailed to my email address as our fantastic DJ, Terry has now 
retired.  
 

OUTSIDE EQUIPMENT 
Now restrictions are lifting, if you child plays on any equipment before or after school, please could they be 
supervised by an adult.  We do not have capacity at the start and end of the day to oversee the children. 
The wooden walk through of the large swing bay by the EYFS base can become slippery when it is wet, so 
please take care.  
 

STAFF CAR PARK 
Over this past term, I have noticed more parents using the carpark.  Whilst I appreciate many parents may 
drive their children to school, our car park simply is not large enough to accommodate any drop off or pick 
up at any point of the day (including breakfast and after school clubs).  The only people, other than staff, 
who can use the car park are those with disability badges.  Several of our families, who need to access the 
disabled bays have been unable to park because others are using the car park and parking in the bays.  We 
do have some members of staff who also need the disabled bays and have been unable to park.  Please 
be considerate.  St Mark’s Church at the top of Link Road, are happy for us to use the parking area.  

 



  

ATTENDANCE 
During this year, many of us have been impacted with Covid and had to self-isolate.  For some of our families 
this has been more than once.  Whilst we know this has been unavoidable, it is imperative that children are 
in school daily as long as they are fit and healthy enough to do so.  I have included information about 
attendance in this newsletter to remind all parents about the importance of regular attendance.  As a parent, 
ensuring your child’s regular attendance at school is your legal responsibility and permitting absence from 
school without good reason is an offence and may result in referral to the Education Inclusion Team, the 
issue of Penalty Notices and fines and eventually prosecution. 
 

If your child is not well enough to attend school, we expect a parent to contact the school office as soon as 
possible giving a specific reason for the absence.  Ring 01604 843780, please give your full child’s name 
and reason for their absence.  Ring on each day of the absence. 
 

Because we have a duty of care for safeguarding your child, we will contact you if we do not receive a call 
on a daily basis.  
 

Government guidelines state that attendance figures of 90% or less is classed as ‘persistent absence’ and 
is a cause for concern.  The government expects that in order to reach a child’s full potential, they must 
attend school for a minimum of 96% of the year.  At Whitehills Primary, we will now inform you each term of 
your child’s attendance rates.   We will also notify you in writing if we feel that attendance should be improved 
to prevent further action being taken.  If your child attends school between 96% and 100%, they have the 
potential to achieve their best, educationally and socially and emotionally.  To put this into context please 
see the table below: 
 

0 days absence 100% excellent 

4 school days absence each 
year 

98% 

7 school days absence each 
year 

96% Good 

9 schools days absence each 
year 

95% Needs to improve and will be 
monitored 

12 school days absence per year 94% 

1 month off absence per year 90% Cause for concern 

2 months absence off per year 80% Serious cause for concern 
 

Reducing continuity of education. 
What does this really mean?  Significant unauthorised absence percentages can result in a fixed penalty 
notice being issued.  Also, secondary schools do look at attendance levels when offering places on appeal, 
in particular, the rates of unauthorised absence.  
 

At Whitehills, lessons are built on prior learning and are sequenced.  For those children who miss days from 
school, they are missing the continuum of learning within their class and this can put them at a disadvantage 
to their peers.  Being ill may prevent your child from coming to school, but, if they can get out of bed and 
play or enjoy TV, they should be in school.  Coughs and sneezes are not an excuse to miss school and 
feeling tired is not an illness.  Looking after your child is very important to us and we will of course contact 
you if we feel they should be at home.  If your child’s attendance falls below 90% due to illness, we will ask 
that you provide a doctor’s certificate / records of appointments to verify absences.  If this is not provided 
they will be classed as unauthorised. 
 

Leave of absence is not permitted during term time unless there are ‘exceptional circumstances’.  Taking a 
leave of absence without prior discussion or consent will result in an unauthorised absence.  Family holidays 
will very rarely be considered as ‘exceptional circumstances’ and if they are five days or more, the local 
authority will be notified and a fixed term penalty will be issued.  
 

We also start learning from 9.00am.  Some of our children are regularly late and this impacts not only on 
the learning of those children, but of the others within the class.  Our doors open at 8.50am from Foundation 
stage to Year 5.  This allows the children to take off their coats and get prepared for the start of learning at 
9.00am.  Year 6 should be in school from 8.40am to start learning at 8.50am.  

 



  

We understand that there can be challenging times and so we offer our full support with any attendance 
issue … keeping us in the loop is the key.  If there are problems, we will do everything that we can to make 
attending school as simple as possible whilst ensuring your child is happy and reaches their full potential.  
If there are ever any problems, please do not hesitate to come and see us.  We hope this gives you all the 
information you need about your child’s attendance at Whitehills. 
 
Finally, it is with sadness that Mrs Reading, one of our 1:1 support assistants will be leaving us to take up a 
different role in another school.  Over her time with us, Mrs Reading has supported children across the 
school and she will be missed by the staff and the children of Whitehills.  I am sure Mrs Reading will miss 
us all too.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs James 
 

Dates for your diary 

3rd March 2022 World Book Day  

4th March 2022 Year 4 South American day - details to follow 

8th March 2022 Year 3 Egyptian Day - details to follow 

24th March 2022 Year 5 Young Leaders' Course 

25th March 2022 FOWs £1 Mufti (non-uniform) day  

29th March 2022 Years 2-4 Scootability - details to follow 

30th March 2022 Years 2-4 Scootability - details to follow 

29th March 2022 Year 5 Multisport Festival - details to follow 

1st April 2022 FOWs Chocolate raffle - details to follow  

1st April 2022 Last day of term 

 


