
  

 
 
                           

 
                                                                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
 

       January 2022          
NEWSLETTER  

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
A warm welcome back to school to all children and parents.  It has been cold this month, but no snow as 
yet.  I am sure we will have colder weather warnings over the coming few weeks so please watch out for 
our emails on ParentMail concerning this information.  West Northampton Council (WNC) website page is 
no longer active for school closures.  We will publish closures on the school’s own website, our Facebook 
page and contact Heart FM for announcements.  As ever, we aim to be open on every day during term time 
and only close when it becomes unsafe to operate the school.  In the event of severe snow or ice, there 
may be limited access to enter the school.  The site supervisor will endeavour to clear the pathways as 
quickly as possible; however, this is a large area with several entrances.  Therefore, the plan is to have safe 
access from the car park on Acre Lane as a priority.  The next area cleared will be the centre gate access 
from Link Road. The final area to be cleared will be Year 1 and around the back of Year 6.  If access is 
limited, please be patient as you may need to change your point of entry.  Years 1 and 2 may have to use 
the door which is normally used to access EYFS children or the studio may be used. In this event, a member 
of the Senior Leadership Team will guide you.  We will try and inform you of any changes to entrances at 
the start of the school day via ParentMail.   
 
COVID UPDATE 
As some of you may be aware we had two ‘outbreaks’ of Covid within school in Years 5 and this was 
followed by Year 6. Currently, we have several classes who are having positive lateral flow cases. I am 
informing parents via Parentmail of these. I would encourage all parents to lateral flow their child on a daily 
basis if they have been informed of a case within their child’s class. This helps us limit the number of children 
in school who may potentially transmit the virus. What I can tell you that for the vast majority of the children 
who have tested positive they have not been unwell.  
 
Staffing has also been affected by Covid this term. Wherever possible, we have tried to have a known adult 
to the children to cover the class and we have tried to ensure we have consistency wherever possible. 
Sourcing supply teachers has been a challenge and we have tried to be innovative in ensuring we do not 
close classes. Since returning from Christmas, Mrs Ayton and I have been covering classes and Miss Smith 
has zoomed in from home to support teaching with her class supported with Mrs Wright. Wherever possible, 
we will always try to ensure we have suitable cover when we have staff absence. Our children, as ever, 
have been adaptable to the changes and have continued to work hard.  
 
Our Senior Leadership team are reviewing our current risk assessment in line with the government changes 
which came into effect on Thursday 27th January. We will inform you of any changes. 
 
CAR PARK 
This term we have been supporting parents who have been unable to bring their children into school. I have 
been collecting them in the mornings. I have been alarmed with the amount of adults who are walking 
through the carpark to enter the school with their children. Please do not do this and use the path. I have 
also noticed several parents who are using the carpark to drop off their children. This is a staff carpark only. 
Please do not use it. 
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NSPCC NUMBER DAY 
On Friday 4th February it is NSPCC Number Day. NSPCC Number Day is a maths-inspired fundraising 
event where schools across the UK raise money for the NSPCC. On this day, the children will be taking 
part in a number of maths themed activities. Your child can come in mufti (non-uniform). You have been 
sent a Parentmail with more detailed information. We are looking forward to being able to support the 
fantastic work that the NSPCC complete. We are asking for a donation of £2:00 payable through Parentmail.  
 
SAFER INTERNET DAY 
This is on Tuesday 8th February.  We will be emphasising to the children about how to keep safe on the 
internet.  Miss Mitchell will be leading an assembly during the week for the children.  A really useful website 
for parents is Safer Internet, where you can find advice on how you can support your child and this can be 
accessed using this link: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  As a parent or 
carer, you play a key role in helping your child stay safe online.  You don’t need to be an expert on the 
internet to help keep your child safe online.  The advice and resources on the site are there to assist parents 
in supporting children to use the internet safely, responsibly and positively. We do hope to send out more 
information regarding e-safety as we are now an assigned school for NOS (National online safety hub) 
 
WEBSITE NEWS 
We have been working with a website designer over this term and we will be launching our new website 
early in next term. I am really looking forward to the launch. We know our website has needed updating for 
some time and I think our new website will be easier to navigate and portray our school effectively. On 
Wednesday 2nd February we will have a professional photographer in school to take some photographs of 
the school and our children which will feature on our website.  
 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Congratulations to Rose E, Freya V and Megan B from Years 5 and 6 who participated in the County Cross 
Country competition that took place on Saturday 22nd January.  Mrs Hillier was so impressed with them 
and could not have been prouder! They ran well and this has given them good experience for future 
competitions. I am sure we will hear about further successes they will have. 
 
FRIENDS OF WHITEHILLS SCHOOL (FOWS) 
The Friends of Whitehills School work tirelessly to raise funds, which are used to improve provision for your 
children.  Despite some restrictions, FOWS still managed to fundraise through innovative ways such as the 
virtual raffle.  They have supported every year group by helping to subsidise the overall cost of trips and 
residentials as well as helping each year group to buy games and resources for the children to use, not to 
mention Christmas presents from Santa.  If you have any other suggestions for how FOWS could raise 
funds, then please, get in touch with them through the email address: whitehillspsa@outlook.com.  All 
parents are welcome to join The Friends of Whitehills School.   
 
YEAR 5 AUTHOR ZOOM 
On Friday, 28th January, Year 5 attended a virtual event with two authors: Helen Rutter and Lisa Thompson. 
This was an interesting session. Both authors read an extract from their books and then answered questions. 
Parents of Year 5 children will receive a Parentmail as the children have the opportunity to buy one of their 
books at a reduced rate.  
 
DOODLEMATHS 
There have been some technical difficulties with the APP this week. We are sorry for this but it is beyond 
our control. Within the school, we have stiff competition between Years 6, 4 and 3. These APPs support 
and consolidate learning. Please encourage your child to use them. If you do have issues with not having 
the technology to facilitate the APP please let me know and we may be able to support you. 
 
PLATINUM JUBILEE  
As our queen will be celebrating 70 years as our reigning monarch, we intend to mark this with a special 
event within our school. We will be having a celebration on the afternoon of Friday 27th May.  We would very 
much appreciate any ideas from the children and yourselves about how we might mark this very 
extraordinary occasion. We will have an extra day off school on Monday 6th June and reopen to all children 
on Tuesday 7th June.  
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We break up on Friday 11th February, and return to school on Monday 21st February. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Natalie James 
Headteacher 
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES  
 

FEBRUARY  

4.2.22 NSPCC Number Day (non uniform) 

11.2.21 School closes for half term 

21.2.22 School opens for pupils 

21.2.22 Bikeability Year 5 starts 

23.2.22 Year 5 and Year 2 visit to St Mark’s church 

28.3.22 Year 3 & 4 Hockey club (after school) 

MARCH  

4.3.22 Year 4 South American Workshop (in school) 

24.3.22 Year 5 Young Leaders Conference 

30.3.22 Year 4 visit from St Marks Church 

APRIL  

1.4.22 School closes for Easter 

20.4.22 School reopens for children 

22.4.22 Years 3,4,5 Get Active Festival 

25.4.22 YEP school photographs 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


