
  

 
 
                           

 
                                                                                                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 

July 2021 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
It has been an eventful year.  I have looked at previous newsletters at the end of the summer term and 
despite Covid restrictions, we have still tried to ensure the children have the best end to their year.  
Our Sports’ morning and afternoons were a success.  The children enjoyed them and having them over 
several days meant that for some of our children, they preferred the smaller groups and participated more 
readily.  We will probably continue this next summer, but of course, with parents present.  We awarded the 
children with stickers related to our core values of hard work, respect and responsibility.  I have to say that 
all our children demonstrated these values during their session.  
 
We have a very busy end to the term.  EYFS will have a visit to the ‘seaside’ this week.  I am sure with the 
temperatures rising, it will feel like the children are abroad.  Year 1 have enjoyed some forest school 
activities and dance; Year 2 have had visits by some miniature ponies, which I know they enjoyed.  Years 
3, 4 and 5 visited Adventureways, in Moulton.  All the year groups had a great time and we would like to 
thank Adventureways for offering us this wonderful opportunity.  Year 6 will have their leavers’ beach party 
on Thursday evening and will complete their production.  (We will send a link to our Year 6 parents once we 
have edited it.)  I would like to thank all children and staff for their continued hard work throughout this term. 
 
UNIFORM 
As we are moving towards normal life, please can I request that all children have the correct uniform in 
September and for PE.  Our uniform should be a yellow polo shirt, a blue sweatshirt / cardigan and grey or 
black trousers, shorts, skirts, pinafores.  In the summer, blue or yellow checked dresses can be worn.  Long 
hair should be tied up for safety reasons and to limit the spread of lice, should we have an outbreak.  Hair 
should not be coloured and makeup is not permitted.  Children should wear closed covered shoes, 
preferably, not trainers and these should be black.  All clothing, including shoes, should be named please. 
 
PE kit should consist of a white t-shirt (not branded or with logos) and black or navy bottoms.  When 
completing indoor PE, children need to wear shorts not leggings or tracksuit bottoms, again, for safety, no 
jewellery should be worn.  A positive outcome from our lockdown experience is that coming into school in 
PE kit has ensured the children have more time being active and it has also limited the amount of lost 
property.  So EYFS –Year 4 can come in their PE kit on those days and remain in it for the day.  Years 5 
and 6 may come in their kit on the days they have PE, but will need to get changed into uniform afterwards, 
for reason of hygiene.  We will contact you in September with a timetable and the topics we are covering 
before the children start with us on 6th September.  
  
YEAR 6  
Our talented Year 6 children will have performed their production.  I can’t thank the children and staff enough 
for their hard work.  They really have been a great year group, full of fun and with a real positive attitude to 
learning.  This cohort has missed out on some of the more traditional aspects of the end to the year, 
however, they have been so grateful for what has been on offer for them and have been understanding of 
our limitations.  This shows us the values we hold are embedded in our children and I am particularly proud 
of them.  We all wish them the very best in their new secondary schools.  I know with resilience and their 
adaptability, they will make Year 7 a success.  
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LIBRARY CHALLENGE 
Over the summer, the library service has their annual summer challenge.  Reading really is so important for 
all of our children in order for them to reach their full potential.  I would encourage as many of you as I can, 
to participate in this event.  Please click on the link for further details.  
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/library-service/children-and-families/Pages/summer-
reading-challenge.aspx 
 
FUNDRAISING 
Our last mufti day was to raise money for Ataxia UK, who are the leading national charity in the UK for 
people affected by any type of ataxia.  We raised just under £500.  Thank you so much.  In October, we will 
be fundraising to support the children’s outside area on the NGH wards.  Some of our children have been 
supported by Disney and Paddington wards over the years and we want to show our appreciation with a big 
fundraiser.  I will be sharing more news about this in September.  
 
We are collating our year calendar and will share the dates with you once we have confirmed bookings for 
events and trips  
 
GOODBYE 
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Miss Trusler, Mrs Gillespie and Miss Wood this year.  They have 
all been amazing during their time at Whitehills, contributing in many roles over the years, including as 
governors, and organising extra-curricular activities for the children alongside the posts they hold in school. 
Miss Trusler joined us as a newly qualified teacher and will be relocating.  She has taken up a post in a 
specialist school and I know she will enjoy this new challenge.  Mrs Gillespie has been such a support for 
me during her time as deputy head.  She will start up her new role as a head teacher at Lyncrest Primary 
School.  She is ready for this challenge and I wish her every success.  Miss Wood has supported children 
in her role as 1:1 support.  Her support has ensured that those she worked with are ready for their next 
challenge at secondary school.  I would like to thank her for her commitment to Whitehills and her passion 
for Special Educational Needs.  
 
Finally, thank you for your continued support this year.  It has been a very different one and I hope we do 
not have to experience this again. I know this last 18 months has been the most challenging for everyone. 
I would like to thank our children, our staff and parents.  We have worked together to ensure our children 
and community remain safe and we should celebrate that we have achieved this. 
 
In September, I will not ask parents to wear masks whilst on the site, however, I do appreciate that some 
will still want to do this.  I will be cautious, and I would ask in the first couple of weeks, that parents still leave 
the site promptly and continue to correspond with the relevant teachers via email when possible, in order to 
limit the numbers on site at any one time.  I would also encourage you to use the gates as we have done 
for entrance and exits.  It just makes accessibility easier.  We will not have staggered starts and collections. 
Children can arrive from 8.50am to be in class by 8.55am.  Gates will open to collect your children from 
3.10pm.  We will resume our normal times for collection, which are: 
 

➢ 3.10pm for FS2 
➢ 3.15pm for Years 1 and 2 
➢ 3.20pm for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 
I hope the children and yourselves enjoy the summer and look forward to returning on Monday 6th 
September at 8.55am, hopefully, with no restrictions. 
 
 
 With best wishes, 
 
 
 
Natalie James 
Head teacher 
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