
  

 
 

                           

 
                                                                                                                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November 2021  

NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents / Carers,  
  

As the weather and nights draw in, children in school are preparing and rehearsing for the Christmas concert 
at the end of this term, as well as continuing with studies.  We know we can’t celebrate the festive season as 
we would like, but the compromises we have in place will ensure that we limit the risk to others whilst the 
children still have the opportunity to participate in some lovely Christmas activities building on the community 
spirit which is integral to our school.  
 
COVID UPDATE 
These past few weeks have been very challenging and some of you may have noticed we have had to put in 
enhanced measures in the school to limit infections of Covid, particularly, focusing upon upper Key Stage 2 in 
Years 5 and 6.  Local PHE visited the school last week to ensure our measures were robust and audited the 
school and perused our enhanced risk assessment.  The school had put every measure in place to limit further 
spread.  You will now see staff wearing masks in communal areas, as we have for the past two weeks, and 
the children in Years 5 and 6 are on staggered times at the start and end of the day.  This is to limit the 
congestion in the corridors at such times, thus reducing the risk.  Visitors are currently not permitted, although 
we continue to review this.  Ventilation is the key to reducing infection. We now have our C02 monitors supplied 
by the government.  These indicate when ventilation is not being effective.  We know the classrooms are 
getting cold.  Please ensure your child has extra layers on or has another jumper/jacket to wear inside school.  
 
These are uncertain times and we are managing the changes on a daily basis.  I am working hard to ensure 
you are as informed as possible and in a timely manner.  Some decisions we may make, may not be popular, 
but I have to consider the school community and try to limit the impact Covid is having upon it.  Staff will 
continue to wear masks in communal areas and we are monitoring the situation closely.  I am informing year 
groups, if a child has tested positive. We will have more cases in school throughout this term and next as this 
is the nature of a pandemic. What I will endeavour, is to limit the spread of the infection - as I know you will 
too.  
 
If your child displays any of the symptoms: a temperature, a continuous cough, loss of taste or smell, l please 
book them in for a PCR test.  They should remain at home whilst waiting on the results.  In the event of a 
positive test result, school must be informed on the covid email: covid@whitehillsprimary.northants.sch.uk 
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

With our school currently in tighter controls due to a Covid ‘outbreak’ in Years 5 & 6, we cannot run the 

Christmas carol services as we would have liked.  However, we do want the children and our families to 

experience a Christmas performance as this is very important to us and to our children and families.  Therefore, 

we will be filming the children on Wednesday 15th December, singing Christmas songs and telling the 

Christmas story.  This will be a whole school virtual production – with no audience.  Miss Mitchell will produce 

the film and collate the classes’ performances.  This way, we can ensure the children are not mixing year 

groups and therefore, limiting further risk of infection.  We will collate the film and send it out to you on the last 

day of term.  We are very disappointed as we wanted to have performances with an audience and I know for 

many this is a highlight of the year, but we hope you will enjoy watching your children’s performance. 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED  
Although this was a low-level event due to restrictions we currently have to have in place, we raised £345.00.  
Thank you very much for your donations to such a worthy cause. 
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SPORT MARK EVENTS  
This term, children have participated in the town’s annual cross-country competition and the Boys’ Town 
football tournament.  In both events, our children were respectful and showed great sportsmanship.  In the 
football tournament, we had a difficult pool, and despite our best efforts, we were knocked out.  However, we 
did have the opportunity to have further play-offs from the other teams who had not made it through the second 
stage and we are pleased to announce, we won!  
 
In the cross-county competition, we had representatives from Years 4-6.  It was a hard competition and our 
children ran exceptionally well, particularly, Rose E in Year 6, who ran like a machine, coming a brilliant second 
in a race of just under 100.  We were so proud of all of the children, their resilience in a tough race was not 
unnoticed.  Huge congratulations to Rose.  I do hope she continues to pursue her talent - an Olympic champion 
in the making? 
 
DANCE WINNERS YEAR 5 
Last Saturday Mia, Cienna, Lottie, Maddie and Jess went to a dance competition in Solihull called Born 2 
Perform.   Their hard work and dedication paid off as they won!  This was a large field of over 100 competitors.  
Cienna and Lottie came first in their Freestyle solo dance routine too.  We are so proud of you! 
 
YEAR 2 FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 
Some of our Year 2 children had a fabulous experience on Saturday at the Cobblers.  They walked out with 
the team and also had a penalty shoot-out during half time, which they won.  Well done to everyone who took 
part.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL LOGO COMPETITION 
Kingsthorpe Parish Council is keen to achieve a modern but relevant themed logo that identifies with 
Kingsthorpe Civil Parish and the fantastic area we live in.  The new logo will be used on their website, headed 
paper, Facebook page etc, and they thought it would be rather nice if it was designed by one of our young 
residents.  
 
If this is something you would be happy for your child to get involved in, please make sure the designs are not 
smaller than 6 cm wide and 4 cm high, but bigger is fine, with no more than three strong colours so it can easily 
be reproduced in either a larger or smaller size as necessary and must include the Parish name. 
 
A shortlist of 6 designs will be chosen by the Councillors and displayed on the parish council’s website, where 
they will be asking their residents to choose the winner. 
 
The closing date for the children to submit their entry is Monday, 17th January 2022.  Please send your child’s 
design, along with their name, to clerk@kingsthorpe-pc.gov.uk. 
 
ANTI-BULLYING AND E-SAFETY  
Anti-bullying week took place between 15th and 19th November, beginning with ‘Odd Sock Day’.   Monday’s 

‘Odd Sock Day’ was used to encourage the children to express themselves and celebrate their 

individuality.   That day, children were taught about anti-bullying which championed the phrase, “One kind 

word”.  The whole week was based around getting on and being kind to one another, keeping other people’s 

feelings in mind and by approaching one another empathetically.  Please see the link below if you are 

interested: https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parents-and-carers 

 

E-SAFETY 

We have recently become an associate member of NOS, National Online Safety.  Staff and children have 

received training about how to stay safe online.  Next term, we can offer this to parents too and you will have 

access to parent support materials, which I feel will be beneficial to all.  

 

CHRISTMAS  
On Thursday 16th December, Kingswood catering will be offering the children Christmas lunch.  Please see 
their attached menu and book by Wednesday 8th December, if you would like your child to have Christmas 
lunch. 
 
This year, the Christmas parties will be held on the last school day of term, Friday 17th December.  The children 
will enjoy fun and games throughout the day and during the afternoon a virtual pantomime will be performed 
for them.  At lunchtime, all children will have their party lunch in the classroom.  Your child will need to bring 
in a special packed lunch for that day as Kingswood will not be offering their services.  Would all parents 
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please ensure any foods brought into school do not contain nuts.  Santa will also visit the classrooms – 
socially distanced.  
  

HOMEWORK 

Over this term, following on from the parental questionnaire, the school council posed questions to their classes 

regarding homework.  Alongside their views and the survey from parents and staff, we now have a new policy 

which is attached.  Staff will be starting to implement the policy from next week.  A homework club was a 

unanimous factor in the survey, with parents requesting this.  We have listened, and will run a club at 

lunchtimes in the studio, once our current restrictions have been lifted within school.  If you feel your child will 

benefit from attending, please contact your class teacher via their email. 

 

KINGSWOOD RESIDENTIAL 
The next instalment of £23 for Kingswood residential is due by 31st December.   
From contacting the centre, I can confirm Kingswood terms and conditions state that if our trip is jeopardy due 
to Covid, they can offer the following: move the date, move to another centre or a full refund.  Trips will not be 
operational in the event of a full national lockdown, a regional lockdown or an outbreak in our setting preventing 
us from travel.  If the DfE state schools should not attend residentials, the trip would also be refunded.  I hope 
this clarifies the situation and gives you the confidence needed. 

  

STAFF 

It is with sadness that I have to inform you that two of our long-established Learning Support Assistants, will 

be leaving us this week and next week.  Mrs Bosworth and Mrs Beasley, who have supported children and 

staff in Key stage 2 and are valued members of our school, have sourced new positions out of education.  I 

am sure that both will have great success in their new roles and I know they will be missed greatly at Whitehills. 

 

We have appointed two new members of staff, Faith Smith and Diana Carrick.  Diane Carrick has already 

joined the office team and her experience has supported the smooth running of the office.  Faith will join us 

after Christmas as a Learning Support Assistant.  

 

SNOW AND SCHOOL CLOSURES  
In the unfortunate event that school has to close due to adverse weather or other reasons, we no longer have 
the service provided by NCC to alert parents and radio stations of such closures via their website.  Therefore, 
we will relay this information in 3 ways: on the school website front cover page, via ParentMail email and by 
the school Facebook page.  It would help in such circumstances, if the power of social media could inform all 
parents and we envisage that all parents and carers will have the information quickly.  We do endeavour to 
get the information to you as soon as possible as we understand that childcare can be an issue at short notice, 
however, please understand that closing the school is a difficult decision to make and it is not one I take lightly. 
In the event of a closure, teachers will ensure children have remote learning available.              
.   
School closes on Friday 17th December, for the holidays and will re-open to all children on Wednesday 5th 
January 2022 
.    
With best wishes,  
  

Natalie James  
  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
   

December 2021   

Wednesday 15th  Christmas Jumper day 

Thursday 16th Kingswood Christmas lunch 

Friday 17th Class parties  

Friday 17th School closes for Christmas break  

January 2022    

Wednesday 5th  School reopens to pupils 

Friday 7th  Flu immunisation for Years FS2 - 6  

 


