
  

 
 
                           

 
                                                                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
 
                     
Good afternoon parents and carers, 
 
It has been a very busy end to the term. We have held four parents visits for potential new starters for September 
2022. This has been very well attended and our fabulous Year 5 and 6 school councillors supported the tours of the 
school. We will be having one final open evening for potential parents on 11th November at 6pm. Please pass this 
information onto any prospective new parents who may be considering Whitehills. 
 
TLCs / Parents’ evening 
We had our first face to face parents’ evenings which went well this Tuesday. Unfortunately, we did have to change 
our plans for years 3, 4 and 5 and make these telephone consultations yesterday. For those of you affected by this, 
we will arrange a time when you can view your children’s work in the first week back. I will send a separate 
Parentmail to you to confirm this. Thank you for being understanding. 
Previously, we had the meetings as a whole school in the hall, but to limit the number of people in the same areas 
we used the classrooms instead. It was lovely to have you back in school and I know for some, this may have been 
the first time in school since selecting Whitehills for your child over two years ago!  We hope that you found the 
experience helpful. I would like any feedback from the parents’ evening as your contributions are valued.  
 
Fundraising for the NGH 
Our charity fundraising total for Northampton General Hospital children’s wards totalled £1482.50. Thank you to all of 
you who contributed financially and also on the day running with your children. 
 
RE enhancement 
Year 4 Gurdwara trip 
Last week our children were enhancing their understanding of Sikhism with a visit to Northampton’s Gurdwara. The 
children had a wonderful experience and the visit developed their understanding of the topic. As ever, their behaviour 
was excellent. 

Year 6 also had visits from Rev Sarah Lee and Sarah-Jane Major learning about Christianity and their roles in Church. 
The children posed some excellent questions to the visitors which were very thought provoking.  

Year 3 Hindu visitor 
On Wednesday, Year 3 had a Hindu experience in school. The children had first-hand experience of learning more 
about Hinduism. They learnt about the Hindu Gods, Diwali, dressed up and learnt a dance. It was a great experience 
for the children and they all enjoyed it. Thank you to Mrs Safdar and the staff for arranging this opportunities for our 
children. 
 
Young Leaders 
Twenty four children from Year 5 visited the Kings Park Centre to have training to become Young Leaders. This 
training will continue over the year and they will be able to support some of our younger children play active games 
and sports based activities within our setting. The course will develop leadership skills and confidence and I know 
our children will enjoy supporting our younger children and enjoy the opportunity to develop responsibility.  
 
Alien Encounter 
Year 1 had an extra special encounter with an alien ‘invasion’. They witnessed a giant alien on our school grounds! I 
have not had a full report from them yet, but once I have confirmation, I will be sharing with you their news! 
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Change Maker Award  
Next term, our school council will be working alongside Northampton University on a Change Maker project. The 
children will agree a project and create plans over this year to make differences within our school setting. We are 
looking forward to their ideas and I know Mr Abbott and Mrs Abel are excited about this great opportunity.  
 
Covid 
We would like to thank all of our families for their support this term. We are still in single figures for positive Covid 
cases which is really fortunate. However, we do have families that are going for PCR tests and we are putting in 
extra measures in those year groups to try and limit any further positive cases. We will continue to be cautious in the 
new term with Zoom assemblies rather than meeting in larger groups. If your child has been in contact with a positive 
case or does develop any symptoms: a continuous cough, loss of taste or smell or a temperature please ensure they 
have a PCR test. If you could inform me of any positive test results on the Covid email address during the holiday, 
that would help me ascertain whether I need to put in more measures to limit risks. The email is:  
covid@whitehillsprimary.northants.sch.uk 
 
The Local Authority have requested that I share information regarding Covid in an attached document. Please read 
this. 
 
Book club magazine 
This week, children will be coming home with the Book Club magazine. There are some great offers on there and 
some fabulous titles such as: The Stick Man, The Proudest Blue, Flat Stanley, Do you know Me?, A Boy called 
Christmas, Amari and the Night Brothers, Dog Man, The Lion above the Door and When Fishes Flew. These books 
are written by brilliant authors and feature in the magazine at excellent prices. For every pound spent, we receive 
twenty pence which allows us to stock our library with books recommended by the children. 
Please could all orders be completed by 31st October online.  
 
Gardening Club 
Our club for Year 6 has worked hard this term, potting plants and bulbs and ensuring our pond area remains weed 
free. They already have been awarded Level 1 from the Royal Horticultural Society. Both Mrs Frodsham and Mrs 
Lantsbery really have enjoyed working with the children.  
 
Forest School 
Year 6 had a wonderful term of Forest School Club with Mrs Flude, Mrs Ayton and Mrs Safdar. Next term, Year 5 will 
be having this opportunity. I am sure they will love the camp fire, low ropes and den building as some of the fabulous 
activities the club offers. 
 
Cross Country 
Our apologies for the delay in running the cross country club. This will start next term. There were reasons beyond 
anyone’s control, for the delay.  
 
Parking 
Parking has been an issue again. Today someone parked inconsiderably on Ash Rise making the entrance and exit 
to the close dangerous. Also drives have been blocked on the surrounding streets. This reflects poorly on our school. 
Please think carefully about parking. As adults we should be demonstrating our school’s values of respect and 
responsibility.  
 
Next Term Autumn 2 units: 

EYFS People who help us (emergency services), ice and cold, magnets, celebrating 
differences and Christmas. 

Year 1 Starry Night: Van Gogh, Guy Fawkes, the seasons, celebrating differences, the 
Christmas Story 

Year 2 The gun powder plot, our 4 countries and capitals, animals including humans, 
celebrating differences, why do we give at Christmas? 

Year 3 The UK and map skills, the human body and keeping healthy, celebrating 
differences, how is Christmas celebrated around the world? 

Year 4 The Romans, electricity, coding, celebrating differences and Sikhism. 

Year 5 Earth and Space, map skills and the UK, whose world is it? Celebrating differences. 

Year 6 Hamlet, the human body and healthy lifestyles, North America, celebrating 
differences, what is it like to be a Christian? 
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Christmas 
We will be having Christmas performances in the last week of next term. These will be carols and Christmas songs 
performed by EYFS and Year 1 on Monday evening 15th December, Years 2, 3 and 4 on Tuesday 16th December 
and finally Years 5 and 6 on the 17th December. These will be outdoor concerts and will be dependent on the current 
Covid situation within our setting and the weather. I do hope that we have an opportunity to meet together but we will 
have to ensure we are all safe to do so. In the event the concerts cannot go ahead we will try and video the 
performance so we can share this with you.  
 
Christmas card designs 
Attached to the Parentmail, are details of the Rudolph Christmas Card fundraising project. The template for this has 
already been sent home. If you would like further templates for younger children within your family, please collect 
one from the main office area. Could completed designs be handed in to your class teacher. 
 
I hope you and your families have a lovely half term and we look forward to seeing you all when we return to school 
on Monday 1st November. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 
Mrs James 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


